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Preserving our hertiage 



IN THE 
NEWS 

GECKO TURNS 10! 

First and foremost, GEKCO is proud to announce it’s 10 year 
anniversary! We like to think that is quite an achievement to 
say the least. The road has been a long and rocky one, but 
the results speak for themselves. 

This is what GEKCO has managed to achieve over the last 10 
years: 
* 2016 Winner of Mail & Guardian Greening Award 
* Recognition of Special Environmental Zone by Gauteng 
* Founding member of Joburg Environmental Sustainability 
committee 
* Snare clean ups 2013,2014,2016 
* Mandela Day clean up with Diepsloot community 2013,2014 
* Jukskei river clean up Mandela Day 2015 with JMPD, 
Guateng Roads, Joburg Region A team, Councillors and 
Residents' Associations 
* Spruit day Jukskei river clean up 2015, 2016 
* 50/50 feature on African Grass Owls 
* Conservancy of the Year - Meerkat Award 2009 
Looking forward to the next 10 years! 

SEEKING THE SUPER HEROES! 

Do you aspire to be the next Superman (or women)? Then 
maybe this might just be the way to get that superhero in 
you, out! GEKCO would like to to put together a "Rescue 
Team' with Freinds of Free Wildlife. If you live in the 
Kyalami area and would be willing to assist with wildlife 
rescues which may include being called upon to catch an 
injured animal or reptile. Please send us your details to 
info@gekco.co.za and include your telephone number and 
daytime address within the area. Let us know if you have 
any specific training (like snake catching). 

OUR SURVEY 

We want to hear from you, please let us know how you 
prefer to stay in touch, and what do you think of our new 
magazine! 

GEKCO Survey link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com 
/r/6Z299DL 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6Z299DL


GECKO WON! 
A proud moment for Kyalami and GEKCO! This just shows what had 
work and determination can do. A worthy win for a worthy team - well 
done GECKO! 

From Left: Darryl Van Nierkerk, Tammy Wild, Keith Bush, Kristin 
Kallesen, Anton van Niekerk and Tyrone McKendry 

GRASS OWL NESTING SITES DISCOVERED 

So inbetween all our other activities, what really excites us is getting to 
see all the amazing wildlife we have in our beautiful Kyalami. One such 
beauty is the rare and endangered Grass Owl. Numerous nesting sites 
have been located in the area. The Endangered Wildlife Trust has been 
involved in tracking and monitoring the birds in Kyalami to ensure their 
safety going forward. 

GOT SOME SKILLS? 
As always we need a little help from our friends. 
*We're looking for a graphic designer to help with our new logo. 
*A marketing/PR Specialist for fund raising and finding new 
members. 
*And any guru's in communication. 
If you have any other skill that you feel could be put to good use 
at GEKCO please feel free to let us know!    info@gekco.co.za 

EQUINE CENSUS 
Gauteng's state veterinarian is conducting a census to 
understand how many horses are in the area - this information 
will also assist GEKCO to relay the importance of this area for 
equine jobs.  Please take a minute to complete this short survey. 
Gauteng Equine Census 2017 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwNjJ_K9MzLFBCD0ZtiPvEvY4mwxy6FDnhu3uxsM_ws4tPAQ/viewform#responses


WHAT DOES 
KYALAMI 
MEAN TO 
YOU? 

How far have we come and where are 
we headed?  So asked the City of Joburg 
last year when they reviewed the Spatial 
Developement Framework (SDF), which 
is the long term view for development 
and town planning. 

The City’s planners recognise the major 
challenges we face in Joburg - gridlock 
traffic, walled off suburbs, poverty and 
crime.  They enlisted the assistance of 
urban planners from around the world 
to present case studies, lessons learned 
and best practices.  They brainstormed 
with a wide range of stakeholders: 
developers, conservationists, inner city 
action groups and every City and 
Provincial department that contributes to 
the layout and functioning of the City. 
 The result is the SDF 2040 document 
that was adopted through Council in July. 

What does this mean for Kyalami? 

In essence, Kyalami’s parameters remain 
the same in that the Urban Boundary has 
not moved from the 2011 alignment. 
 However the report delves into the 
importance of retaining the urban edge 
in order to protect the open space and 
environmentally sensitivities. 

This has stirred up quite a debate with a 
number of property developers who are 
speculating on the assumption that the 
urban boundary will move.  

THE FUTURE JOBURG, 
THE FUTURE KYALAMI 



No doubt all residents have heard the cry that “it’s too 
late to stop development” and that the current state of 
crime and environmental degradation can only be 
solved by building up the area.  Without discrediting 
these views, we would like to put forward a different 
thought. 

Who are the residents of Kyalami? 

Surveys over the past few years indicate most who 
choose to live here do so because we enjoy space and 
quiet, many love horses, animals and wildlife or 
recreation in the great outdoors. 

Is this sustainable?  

In a City bursting at the seams with every challenge 
imaginable, how can agricultural properties remain? 
 Well, the City has already answered that question. 
 Their spatial plan states the space within the existing 
boundary is sufficient to accommodate projected 
growth until 2040.  It points out the benefits of 
agricultural land including open space for recreation 
and tourism; biodiversity; food security and water 
management.  The City recognises climate change and 
a need  to increase disaster management – in 
preparation for the drought, flooding and heat that is 
likely to take lives. 

Having taken part in these discussions, it was clearly 
stated that ‘business as usual’ will no longer work in 
Joburg as we will end up with a city that is unliveable.. 
at least to a large portion of its residents, most often 
the poor. 

It was clear that protecting the open space and 
wetlands throughout the City is the only sustainable 
option.  Protecting water resources should be the top 
priority and biodiversity corridors can be created that 
enable wildlife to survive.  Agricultural land can 
produce food gardens with recreation and tourism 
opportunities in open space accessible to the city’s 
residents. 

Is GEKCO opposed to all development? 

Development should be suitable and aligned to the 
City’s long term vision which now states that: 
“Environmental sustainability is often viewed as an 
afterthought, but should, in essence, drive the City’s 
developmental and growth agenda.” GDS2040 p64 

GECKO does not object  to applications which we 
feel meet this criteria.  

Townhouses, clusters, shopping centres and 
apartment blocks may suit other areas of the City 
but not an agricultural area which is indicated as a 
‘Green Zone’ supporting protection of 
environmentally sensitive areas within the city. The 
boundary has not changed the from the previous 
2010/2011 demarcations. Further infrastructure is 
therefore not supported outside this boundary. 

Have other areas gotten this right?  

GEKCO has consulted with communities and 
planners involved in the creation of Bishop’s court,
Constantia and Dinokeng.    In 2014 GEKCO initiated 
the Kyalami planning sessions with a Cape Town 
planner who assisted residents in the 1970’s to 
establish today’s Bishop’s Court and Constantia by 
limiting subdivision.  We have invited Dinokeng to 
speak about how they established a single nature 
reserve by dropping fences between private 
properties near Pretoria.  While neither of these 
places are Kyalami – they succeeded in their own 
right through the shared vision of residents.  Who 
knows what Kyalami can achieve?  

It really is about choosing the future vision we wish 
to see.. and that is what GEKCO is interested in. 

What is YOUR vision?  Please take a few minutes to 
send your ideas and feedback to us. 

info@gekco.co.za 



With space in Johannesburg increasingly under threat, residents of 
the area must work together to identify what is suitable for the area 
or not if the uniqueness and integrity of the area is to be 
maintained.  The Kyalami planning team was formed in 2014 as a 
community initiative led by professionals to gather input from 
residents on what they wish to see in the area and is supported by 
all of the Residents’ Associations within the boundary of the area 
represented. GEKCO has provided environmental input to this team 
including maps of the sensitivities and sightings of wildlife. 
For details or updates:  kyalamiplan@gmail.com 

K56 environmental authorisation granted 

In April 2016 the environmental authorisation for the K56 road 
was granted after a four year EIA process.  GEKCO and 
residents appealed the alignment suggesting existing Zinnia 
road be used as an east-west link for the area.  Flaws east and 
west of R55 and William Nicol have been noted and there is 
currently no intention to build the extent of the K56. The 
appeals were dismissed, however the alignment moved back 
through the Helderfontein dams in order to avoid newly built 
houses on Helderfontein Estate.  The authorisation includes 
the Glenferness / Kyalami section only, a section with a severe 
impact on wetlands and equestrian business and properties in 
the area.  

Over 2,000 signatures were collected objecting to this section 
of the K56 in 2012. Only a few of properties have been 
expropriated to date as they are also part of the PWV9 
alignment.  To overturn the authorisation a legal review of the 
decision would be required which would require the 
appointment of an attorney and advocate to take the matter to 
the high court.  If you have any queries or suggestions, please 
contact Keith Bush on kb@asd.co.za 

A survey is being distributed by the Kyalami Planning team to 
gauge support or objection for the road.  Share your opinion 
here!    https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WWYJK6M 

Sewage line legal case 

GEKCO launched a legal review of the environmental 
authorisation for the sewage line that runs through Beaulieu,
Kyalami and Glenferness in 2015.  The construction started on 
the line in April 2016 and GEKCO raised funds for an urgent 
interdict, however were unsuccessful on urgency.    

In 2016, Joburg Water applied to realign the pipe due to a 
conflict with the K56. 

Residents and GEKCO appealed this authorsation in July, 
however these were overturned at the end of last year.  The 
new alignment includes new wetland crossings that were not 
in the original plans and GEKCO raised concerns that the 
environmental impacts are greater. 

Court papers available upon request to info@gekco.co.za 

NEW APPLICATION:  Holding 3, Kyalami Ridge 

Application for Home Improvement Centre, Garden Centre, 
Builders Yard, Building Material Storage, Restaurants 
(restricted to a coffee shop) and Offices on corner Hawthorne / 
Begonia    Registration / comments or queries before 24 March 
to Francois@earthties.co.za 

DEVELOPMENT 
UPDATES 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WWYJK6M


Kyalami Ridge X3 shopping centre 

Construction of the Kyalami Corner shopping centre
started in June 2015.  GEKCO lodged a complaint that
the design of the shopping centre did not contain
features required by the Environmental Authorisation
including equestrian facilities and roads to be internal
with berms and pedestrian / cycle paths to buffer
neighbouring agricultural properties.  The Green
Scorpions investigated the complaint and issued a
compliance notice in November 2015 ordering the
construction of the shopping centre to stop.  Kyalami
Corner appealed to the MEC and continued
construction. The MEC dismissed the appeal in April
2016 giving the developer 30 days to cease
construction.  The developer then approached the
courts for an urgent interdict to continue construction
pending a legal review of the compliance notice.  The
interdict was successful and GEKCO understands that
the Green Scorpions have since withdrawn the
compliance notice. 

This has had serious implications on residents and
equestrian businesses in Kyalami Ridge as it has
introduced heavy traffic into the suburb.  On the back
of this, property developers have begun approaching
neighbouring residents in a bid to move the Urban
Boundary to allow for densification and commercial
uses. 

Riversands / Rose Road Petrol station  

A proposed petrol station near the Riversands
Incubation Hub has been approved.  The application
suggested an increase in traffic on Rose Road which
could have implications for residents in Saddlebrook
and Kyalami.  GEKCO queried the validity of the roads
plan that was used which indicates a connection to
Rose Road by Inanda Country Base.  JRA has indicated
this is a concept plan only with no legal standing.

Tribunal hearings – Riversands, Kyalami Ridge X6, 
Blue Hills Reddford school 

GEKCO would like to thank the Residents’ 
Associations and individuals who contributed 
R50,000 to appoint an attorney to represent 
objectors at three tribunal hearings held in 
November for Kyalami Ridge X6 (high density 
apartments), Riversands X59 (commercial park) and 
Blue Hills Redford school.  

The objections raised at the tribunal:     

Kyalami Ridge X6 

Objections include no buffer between high density
and agricultural areas, insufficient services in the 
area. 

Riversands X59 

Wetland buffer and floodlines were not adhered to, 
earthworks on site already completed within the 
wetland zone, no market study has been done and 
rights applied for are very broad.  Traffic impact 
study was not done for the specific use, impacts 
could far exceed projection. 

Blue Hills Reddford School 

Proposal is to increase from 300 pupils to 1400. 
Traffic impact study was not included in the public 
participation; environmental approval did not cover 
the entire site nor allow for more than 300 pupils. 
We requested road upgrades and environmental 
authorisation to be included in conditions of 
establishment. 



Life After Coal – The True Cost of Renewables in 
South Africa   - Jacque Wetselaar 
On the 22 November 2016 the Department of Energy 
released the long awaited draft Integrated Resource 
Plan (IRP) for public comment. This guides 
government’s plan for electricity provision and lays out 
the proposed new build fleet for South Africa for the 
period 2010 to 2030. 

In response civil society groups and individuals rejected 
the IRP’s ‘base case scenario’ as yet another attempt by 
the Department of Energy and Eskom to promote 
vested interests in nuclear and coal. They are 
astonished that nuclear and coal are still included in the 
mix, when the base case model claims to be 
established on cost optimisation. Any deviations from 
the base case need to be supported as policy 
interventions which means how the model is designed 
is very important. 

South Africa has some of the best wind and solar 
resources in the world. This is clean renewable energy 
with a low carbon footprint. Why then are we still 
including significant energy creation from coal and 
nuclear which are known to be dirty energy that 
impacts negatively on the environment and use masses 
of water to produce? 

In addition in the IRP, if one uses the costs calculated by 
a study by the CSIR’s Dr Tobias Bischof-Niem the 
calculations for the cost for solar PV is roughly 80% too 
high, and for wind, it is 55% too high, thus creating the 
perception that the economic case for nuclear is far 
more attractive than it actually is. Civil society is 
contending that the costs are being misrepresented. 
The IRP also does not mention job creation as a criteria. 
Renewable energy has massive potential to create  jobs 
in South Africa if the current artificial limits are 
removed. This is definitely a measure that should be 
part of the decision making process. 

In another study by Prof Tobias (3 November 2016) 
he states that the costs for Solar PRV and wind are 
consistently pessimistically reported in the IRPs 
whereas the costs for nuclear are optimistically 
estimated. His research shows that the least-cost mix 
for 2040 based on current costs includes 70% 
renewable energy. This is definitely not reflected in 
the draft IRP. Why is the government ignoring our 
own scientists? Where are they getting their figures? 

The groups have also questioned the public 
participation process and have asked for further 
consultation on the base case and the assumptions 
used to create this (such as how the costs were 
calculated and the research on which they are 
based). It certainly looks like the Department and 
Eskom are trying very hard to make sure nuclear is 
included, maybe even to the extent of 
misrepresenting costs. Also pushing hard to have the 
model accepted without in-depth scrutiny. 

In the meantime, even the proposed base case 
scenario indicates that new nuclear investments 
would not be required before 2037 at the earliest, 
which means that Eskom should immediately end 
any attempts to procure nuclear until more clarity is 
obtained. 

The following civil society groups and individuals 
signed the response: 
• Greenpeace Africa 
• Life After Coal Campaign (Centre for Environmental 
Rights, Earthlife Africa and groundWork) 
• 350Africa.org 
• South African Women’s Agricultural Union 
• Concerned Citizens of Lephalale 
• Skemer, Women’s Agricultural Union 
• Bishop Geoff Davies – Patron of South African Faith 
Communities’ Environment Institute 
• Peter Atkins 
The researh: 
•         Joint Statement: Civil Society Rejects IRP Base 
Case Scenario Unreservedly 
•         Cost of new power generators in South Africa 
•         Least-cost electricity mix for South Africa by 
2040 (CSIR) 
•         groundWork’s recently released ‘The 
Destruction of the Highveld’ 
•         Earthlife Africa Jhb’s report ‘Plan A: The fast 
track to 100% renewables in South Africa’ 
•         The Centre for Environmental Rights’ ‘Zero 
Hour’

http://www.ee.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/New_Power_Generators_RSA-CSIR-14Oct2016.pdf


THE LAST WORD 
All in all it's been a busy summer for the GEKCO team and it's not set to stop any time soon. Thanks for taking 
the time to read this all new and exciting GEKCO Magazine - The Owl Box! We look forward to more content 
and articles in the future. 

As the balmy summer days start drawing to a close, please remember to use water wisely. In our next edition 
we will have some water saving tips to help us get through the dry months ahead. 

If you find any wildlife in need of assistance please take it to Friends of Free Wildlife - 193 Maple Road. 
Especially as the grass gets drier and the dreaded fires flare up. In coming editions we will see some of the 
rescues that FFW have done. Always great to see some happy endings. You never know, it might be a sweet 
little critter you brought in yourself! 
  
Keep your eyes peeled for bullfrogs and happy riding, birding, biking, running, walking and just having fun in our 
beautiful Kyalami! 

Until next time... 
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