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Arbour Day Sales
Arbor Day sales are open until 
the end of September.
Please place orders with 
info@gekco.co.za.
Delivery is available in the 
Kyalami area at a charge of R80. 

Congratulations
Congratulations to Kate Tasseron 
GEKCO committee member who 
placed 6th vets world champs 
cross country MTB championships 
in Pietermaritzburg ….  Well done 
team GEKCO!

The Power of Power
GEKCO committee member, 
Dudley Baylis will be giving a 
lecture on ‘The Power of Power – 
Which comes first, investment in 
power capacity or economic 
growth?’  29 Oct   17h30 for 
18h00   Rosebank      Presented 
by the Southby the South African Energy 
Association.

Dudley is a community minded 
social entrepreneur and activist 
and has a personal commitment 
to find ways to catalyze 
investment in clean energy power 
capacity

Since 2003 he has been Since 2003 he has been 
dedicated to the problem of 
climate change and the role that 
energy systems can play in 
alleviating or mitigating its effects 
and he believes that finance is 
the core issue that needs to be 
resolved.resolved.
Details on the Gekco Website.

Snare Clean-Up Day

Thank you to all who assisted in removing snares and cleaning 
up the neighbourhood on the 24th of August. Also a big thank 
you to Mandy Collins and Takis Michalikis of the Sector Police 
Forum for organising.  The event was well supported with SAPS, 
JMPD, Security service providers, City of Joburg 
representatives, Bontle Ke Tlhago   (Diepsloot recycling 
cooperative), Sector Police and the community members all 
lendinglending a hand to remove snares, rubbish and crime from our 
community.  

A very big thank you to residents who gave financially to supply 
refreshments for all who attended, and even took community 
members up in a helicopter to view the area.  50/50 spent the 
morning filming the event and the GEKCO conservancy for a 
programme focused on snaring.  We are expecting the 
programme to be aired at 19h30 on Monday 30 September on 
SABC2. 



EGOLI GRANITE GRASSLANDS

WHAT ARE GRASSLANDS - When most people look at grasslands or 
veld all they see is a yellowish grass that often occupies open spaces 
and doesn’t appear to support much life, unfortunately some people 
see it as a perfect place to develop a shopping centre or a house. What 
we don’t see is a complex ecosystem which supports a huge variety of 
organisms such as insects, frogs, reptiles, birds and mammals which 
includes our large herbivores. Many species use the grassland to build 
nests,nests, forage for food and use as shelter. There are many different 
types of grasslands all over South Africa and in Gauteng we have Egoli 
Granite Grassland which occurs nowhere else.  

WHY IS EGOLI GRANITE GRASSLAND IMPORTANT - Urbanisation 
in Gauteng has modified most of the natural vegetation in the province 
and it is estimated that less than 22% of Egoli Granite Grassland is still 
intact. This sensitive ecosystem stretches from North of Roodepoort/ 
Krugersdorp Ridge for 35km to Centurion which is in an area with a 
high development demand, between Johannesburg and Pretoria. The 
grassland also extends approximately 50km in a westerly direction 
fromfrom the R21 highway in the east. This endangered vegetation type is 
characterised by a high species richness, with several grass species, 
including Hyparrhenia hirta (Common Thatch grass) which is usually 
dominant, and a large variety of forbs
.
 Unfortunately Egoli Granite Grassland has been so disturbed that 
finding any in climax condition with the original species composition is 
unlikely, and most occur in scattered patches which are essential to 
protect. However even disturbed Egoli Granite Grassland which is 
modified will still have ecological value and will still be able 
support many animal species.

  Egoli Granite Grassland is at risk of being completely destroyed which 
could have severe impacts on many of the species which depend on it 
for survival. The Giant Bullfrog (Pyxicephalus adspersus) and the 
African Grass-Owl (Tyto capensis) are two sensitive species which 
occur in the Egoli Granite Grasslands and will likely go extinct if their 
habitat is destroyed. 



RIVERSANDS

INDUSTRIAL PARK PLANNED FOR THE GEKCO AREA -The second 
phase of the Riversands development is seeking an EIA amendment to 
allow for light industrial use. 

In essence this doubles the 
size of the industrial area 
previously applied in Phase 
1 which has EIA approval, 
but does not yet have town 
planning approval.  This 
development would  be a 
lightlight industrial park similar 
in size to Modderfontein / 
Linbro Park.  

This would have a very serious effect on the area and the viability of the 
conservancy and equestrian community. 

We are currently awaiting feedback from the public participation to 
amend the Regional Spatial Development Framework (RSDF) which 
currently does not support industrial land use at this site.
 
GEKCOGEKCO has raised concerns about the construction of a dual lane road 
and boundary wall already being constructed as the township application 
has not yet been approved.  This has been raised with both city and 
provincial bodies.
 
.

GAUTENG DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING

DIEPSLOOT EAST RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT -This is a 
Provincial housing project for low cost and subsidized housing on the 
eastern side of William Nicol opposite the current Diepsloot township.  
The draft EIA report is available for comment.  Please register comments 
with Yonanda Martin of Newtown Landscape Architects 
Yonanda@newla.co.za.  A public meeting will be held in early October – 
date and venue to be announce.  Further details and a link to the report 
are available on the GEKCO website:are available on the GEKCO website: www.gekco.co.za/developments/
 



RECYCLING INITIATIVES

Cooperation with the Diepsloot Buyback Centre - The GEKCO conservancy, 
as part of the Green Neighbourhood project is engaging with events 
held in the area in an effort to ensure proper waste management and 
to encourage all recyclable waste to be given to the Diepsloot 
Recycling Buyback Centre to assist their environmental and job 
creation initiative.  We have had an positive response with three 
events committing to this recycling initiative.
  
Color Me Crazy, the Standard Bank family day and Blue Hills Food 
and Wine festival will be sending recyclable waste from the events to 
the Bonte Ke Thlago cooperative; the Diepsloot recycling buy back 
centre.

BABOONS SPOTTED IN THE CONSERVANCY

Janine Turner posted this report on Friday the 6th of September - "Just spotted 
baboons crossing Erling Road, close to intersection with William Nichol. 3 at least. 
Didn't know they were here". 

This is not the first time we have heard about Baboons occurring in the area and it 
is very likely that this troop came to GEKCO along the Jukskei River which is a large 
Wildlife Corridor. An interesting question to consider is why are they moving this far 
into urban areas?

VisitVisit the Biodiversity section of the GEKCO website: http://gekco.co.za/biodiversity/ 
or 'like' the Facebook page: GEKCO Biodiversity.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Registration information on GEKCO website under events:

Veld management course    28 Oct – 1 November Nylstroom

Power of Power presentation by Dudley Baylis, 29 October, Rosebank
      

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

Updates are posted regularly on the Gekco website: 
http://gekco.co.za/developments/
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